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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DOE- 15 SOE-02 EB-08 OES-07 /044W 

038935 241850Z/42 

R 241145Z IUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8720 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALGIERS 1855 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, AG 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF SKIKDA LNG TRAIN 40 

REF: STATE 155160 

1 . OUR MOST CURRENT INFORMATION, BASED ON CONVERSATIONS 
WITH PRITCHARD PERSONNEL, IS THAT LINE 40, WHICH EARLIER 
THIS YEAR WAS ESTIMATED TO BE OPERATIONAL JUNE 23/24, 

WILL NOT RPT NOT BE PRODUCING UNTIL MID-AUGUST. THIS 
WILL NOT MEAN THAT ENTIRE PROJECT WILL BE COMPLETED. 

OFF-SITE WORK (OFFICES, LANDSCAPING, ETC.) WILL NOT BE 
COMPLETED, NOR WILL REPLACEMENT OF CORRODED TRANSMISSION 
PIPES BE COMPLETED. THIS LATTER PROBLEM NOT RPT NOT AS 
SERIOUS AS IT MIGHT SOUND, HOWEVER, BECAUSE PRITCHARD 

AND SONATRACH HAVE RIGGED A CROSSOVER ARRANGEMENT WHICH 
WILL ALLOW LINE 40 TO USE EXISTING TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 
OF FIRST THREE LINES. 

2. EMBASSY ECON OFFICER SMITH RECENTLY VISITED SKIKDA 
ENROUTE TO LEAVE IN EUROPE. UPON HIS RETURN JULY 1 HE 
SHOULD HAVE MORE COMPLETE REPORT.HAYNES 
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